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(e) Executive Order 13210, establishing 
the President’s Commission to Strengthen 
Social Security; 

(f) Sections 5 through 8 of Executive 
Order 13177, pertaining to the establishment 
of the President’s Council on the Use of Off-
sets in Commercial Trade; 

(g) Executive Order 13263, establishing 
the President’s New Freedom Commission 
on Mental Health; 

(h) Executive Order 13214, establishing 
the President’s Task Force to Improve 
Health Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Vet-
erans; and 

(i) Executive Order 13147, as amended by 
Executive Order 13167, establishing the 
White House Commission on Complemen-
tary and Alternative Medicine Policy. 

Sec. 4. Executive Order 13225 is super-
seded. 

Sec. 5. Section 1–102(a) of Executive 
Order 12131, as amended, is further amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) The heads of the following executive 
agencies or their representatives: 

(1) Department of State. 
(2) Department of the Treasury. 
(3) Department of Agriculture. 
(4) Department of Commerce. 
(5) Department of Labor. 
(6) Department of Energy. 
(7) Department of Homeland Security. 
(8) Office of the United States Trade 

Representative. 
(9) Export-Import Bank of the United 

States. 
(10) Small Business Administration.’’
Sec. 6. This order shall be effective Sep-

tember 30, 2003. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 17, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:38 a.m., September 22, 2003]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on September 23.

Order—Designation Under 
Executive Order 12958
September 17, 2003

Consistent with the provisions of section 
1.3 of Executive Order 12958 of April 17, 
1995, as amended, entitled ‘‘Classified Na-
tional Security Information,’’ I hereby des-
ignate the Director of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy to classify information 
originally as ‘‘Top Secret.’’

Any delegation of this authority shall be 
in accordance with section 1.3(c) of Execu-
tive Order 12958, as amended. 

This order shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 17, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:38 a.m., September 22, 2003] 

NOTE: This order will be published in the Federal 
Register on September 23.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Appropriations 
Request for Ongoing Military and 
Intelligence Operations in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and Elsewhere 
September 17, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
Two years ago, we responded to attacks 

on America by launching a global war against 
terrorism that has removed gathering threats 
to America and our allies and has liberated 
the Iraqi and Afghan people from oppression 
and fear. 

America is making steady progress in the 
war on terror. Nearly two-thirds of al Qaeda’s 
leadership has been captured or killed. In 
Afghanistan, we removed the Taliban from 
power and shut down terrorist training 
camps. In Iraq, we led a coalition that re-
moved a dangerous tyrant who sponsored 
terror, possessed and used weapons of mass 
destruction, and for 12 years defied the clear 
demands of the United Nations Security 
Council. 
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Today, I am submitting a request for 2004 
supplemental appropriations for ongoing 
military and intelligence operations in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and elsewhere. Our men and 
women in uniform, alongside our coalition 
partners, are bringing peace and stability to 
Iraq and fighting the terrorist threat. In Af-
ghanistan, our Armed Forces continue to 
track down terrorists and provide security as 
the Afghan people rebuild their nation. Our 
commitment to ongoing operations against 
terrorism is worthy of our country and critical 
to our security. 

My request also supports the Coalition 
Provisional Authority’s reconstruction oper-
ations in Iraq and supports reconstruction ef-
forts in Afghanistan. These reconstruction 
funds are essential to secure the transition 
to self-government and to create conditions 
for economic growth and investment. By 
helping the Iraqi and Afghan people build 
free and democratic nations, America and 
our allies are bringing freedom and hope to 
a troubled region, and undermining a key 
base of operations for terrorists. The sooner 
we achieve these conditions, the sooner our 
troops will return home. 

This request reflects urgent and essential 
requirements. I ask the Congress to appro-
priate the funds as requested, and promptly 
return the bill to me for signature. I hereby 
designate the specific proposals in the 
amounts requested herein as emergency re-
quirements. I urge the Congress not to attach 
items that are not directly related to the 
emergency abroad. 

The details of the request are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter.

Proclamation 7706—National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2003
September 17, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s diversity has always been a great 

strength of our Nation. As we celebrate Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Month, we recog-
nize and applaud the extraordinary accom-
plishments of Hispanic Americans. 

From America’s beginning, Hispanic 
Americans have served as leaders in business, 
government, law, science, athletics, the arts, 
and many other fields. In 1822, Joseph Mar-
ion Hernandez became the first Hispanic to 
serve as a member of the United States Con-
gress, representing the newly established ter-
ritory of Florida. Businessman Roberto 
Goizueta, a refugee from Cuba who rose to 
become the CEO of one of America’s largest 
corporations, is an inspiring example of what 
immigrants to America can achieve through 
hard work and character. Presidential Medal 
of Freedom recipient Roberto Clemente’s 
athletic skills, generosity, and charity made 
him a legend on and off the baseball field. 
Through memorable recordings and per-
formances, singer Celia Cruz celebrated her 
heritage and helped introduce salsa music to 
the United States. 

Hispanic Americans have sacrificed in de-
fense of this Nation’s freedom, serving in 
every major American conflict. More than 
three dozen Hispanic Americans have earned 
the Medal of Honor. Today, more than 
125,000 Hispanic Americans serve in the 
Armed Forces, approximately 9 percent of 
our active-duty military. As we work to ad-
vance peace, freedom, and opportunity 
abroad, we are grateful to all of the brave 
men and women who serve our Nation, and 
to their families. 

During Hispanic Heritage Month, I join 
with all Americans in recognizing the many 
contributions of Hispanic Americans to the 
United States, and in celebrating Hispanic 
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